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On the unreasonableness of a Schismatie 
Spirit. 
[Continued from Page 271.] 

\. schismatic spirit is discovered by an 
endeavor to exalt itself on the ruin of 
others. Thus Absalom made a schism in 
his design to obtain the kingdom from his 
father. Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, accom- 


plished his design herein, and made a divi-: 


sion in the twelve tribes, which was perpe- 
tual; ten tribes acknowledging him as their 
king, and leaving but two tribes to the 
house of David. In all instances of an in- 
surrection against the lawful authority of a 
state, or those holding this authority ; the 
{nsurgents have acted from this principle : 
to exalt themselves in the abasement of 
others. 

The Church has exhibited instances of 
this equally with the State. Ambitious, as- 
piring men have not been wanting, who 
have aimed at the highest dignities in the 
Church to which they were not entitled ; 
and from which they were excluded by 
every rule of decency and order. 

It is unnecessary to mention the instan- 
ces, which occurred in the Jewish Church, 
from the days of Aaron the high priest, to 
the extinction of that dispensation. History 
records the plots and endeavors of restless 
and ambitious men to rob others of their 
present legal enjoyments, that they them- 
selves might be advanced. In the Christian 
Church, the instances of this kind are too 
numerous to be recited. Its apostacy, and 
divided situation; its numerous sectaries ; 
their sharp animosities ; their anxiety to be 
considered, the wisest and most virtuous ; 
as knowing the truth, while others are ig- 
norant of it ; as being the favorites of hea- 
ven, while others are the objects of divine 
wrath and hatred; the want of charity and 
love to one another, and the absolute ha- 
tred and ill will, which exists; these are 
proofs sufficient, that the old leaven of ma- 
lice and hypocrisy are predominant in the 
Christian World, and that that religion, 
which is peace, in its nature, and is an ex- 
pression of good will from God to men ; is 
converted into the worst of purposes by a 
slanderous and schismatic spirit. This spi- 
rit builds its hope of self exaltation, on the 


ruin and fall of others. Let the censures of 
teachers in their preaching and communica- 
tion, in the different denominations, be con- 
sidered as a proof. Let the bars against 
fellowship and communion, and the misre- 
presentations which so greatly abound be 
considered as another proof. Sed satis hu- 
jus ; but enough of this. 

Thus, as this spirit exalts self to the in- 
jury of its neighbors; as it is against the 
peace of society and the dignity of our na- 
ture; and is an inlet to contention, that 
bane of all societies ; it must, as a conse- 
quence, be pronounced unreastnable and 
cruel. 


Objections made, by some; against the 
foregoing remarks.—It is said that the 
remarks here made will criminate Moses and 
the Prophets, Christ and his Apostles. It 
is observed, that they made the greatest di- 
visions, and excited the greatest animosities 
among mankind. The words of Christ are 
brought as an objection; that he did not 
come to send peace on Earth, but division. 
That the Parents should be against the 
Children ; and the Children against the 
Parents, and that a man’s foes should 
be they of his own house. It was the cla- 
mor of the multitudes where the Apostles 
came; that these, who have turned the 
World upside down, have come here also. 
Thus far the objection: Now the Answer. 
Moses and the Prophets, Christ and the A- 
postles, knew the truth; they were author- 
ised and commanded to proclaim the truth, 
They knew that the truth though opposed 
for a time, with violence, would prevail ; 
they knew that the truth must be known, in 
order that error, false doctrine and wicked 
practices should be destroyed, and that 
men should be made free from sin and its 
consequences: consequently, though they 
knew, that the ignorance and bigotry and 
superstition of men, for a time, would ex- 
cite them to the most desperate divisions 
and persecutions; yet their aim and the 
tendency of their doctrine, in the issue, was, 
to unite all Nations in peace and love; to 
convince all men of the friendship and love 
of the common Parent; that he is good te 
all his Creatures, and that he is glorious in 








his expressions of goad will to men. Thus 
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they proclaimed the truth, with the good 
design of uniting ail men, in God’s time, in 
peace and love; and left the consequences, 
as to man’s present divisions and hatred, 
to the direction of Providence. How differ- 


i 


Creatures. If this be not its meaning, then 
I confess, that to me, it is unknown, what 
the meaning can be. If, then, thinking, de. 
ciding and practising reasonably, be what 
God requires: then this rational thought 
decision and practice is Ais due, and our 





ent, then, were their motives and designs, 
from men, who cause divisions for their 
own sinister and wicked ends, and which 
are accomplished only by the propagation 
of error and misrepresentation ? 

We may remark farther, that although it 
be the truth, which giveth freedom, which 
maketh men free indeed; yet till they be 
convinced of their present errors; of their 
inconsistent notions of the Deity and of the 
duties of universal love and charity, which 
he enjoins; there is nothing, which they 
will so bitterly oppose as the truth. How- 
ever strange it may seem, yet experience 
teaches, that error was never so vigorously 
opposed as truth; and the idea of a partial 
and cruel God has more votaries, and is 
worshipped with greater zeal, than a God of 
impartiality and eternal love. 

Thus, to eradicate these errors and pre- 
judices from the minds of men ; Moses and 
the Prophets, Christ and his Apostles taught 
the truth, that the world might know and 
enjoy it: but men of a schismatic disposi- 
tion promulgate error, not for the reform- 
ation of the world, but for their own fame 
and emolument. 

It will now, perhaps, be said, that erro- 
neous teachers come with great zeal; with 
a seeming positiveness that they are right, 
and that all, who differ must be wrong ;— 
the query, then, is how we shall know what 
is truth and what is error? In answer to 
this, we observe, tliat zeal, however great 
it may be, is no certain evidence of truth: 
for many may have a zeal, even of God, 
and that zeal not be according to knowledge. 
It may excite the fears, but never inform 
the judgments of men. It may drive to de- 
spair, but never toa throne of mercy. But 
how shall we know truth from error ? Ifso 
much be advanced, which is error, how 
shall we distinguish what is truth ? 

The answer to this must involve several 
particulars. 

1. Let reason be used in every thing you 
do, especially in your religion. 

Can or will any person pretend, that 
God requires an unreasonable service of his 
Creatures? Will God himself be unreason- 
able to his offspring ? 

His language to his Creatures is, come, 


' ‘let us reason together. I ean make nothing 
of that expression, only that God requires 


us to act, to think and judge as rational 


duty. It is our whole duty ; God requires 


no more. We will now only propound a 
few queries, as to doctrine and practice, 
|that we may ascertain what would be rea. 
‘sonable in both cases, and, consequently, 
i decide what our duty is. ‘ 

Is it a rational doctrine that God is so par: 
tial towards men, as finally to love some 
and hate others ? Is this idea agreeable to 
our reason ? Naw let all prejudices and 
prepossessions be laid aside, and let rea- 
son mount the throne. What will be your 
decision? Is the Almighty partial to his 
Creatures, or is he not? ‘The answer ot 
reason is, that he is not a partial Being; 
and our experience with the testimony ot 
Scripture confirm this decision of reason. 
This being established; it will be easy to 
determine what is truth, and what is false- 
hood, so far as this point of doctrine is the 
theme. If, then, God be impartial towards 
his rational Creatures ; the unchangeable 
reprobation of some Angels and men to 
endless misery, is not true; it must be 
false. We will remember, that reason is on 
the throne, in this decision ; and that expe- 
rience and Scripture corroborate the same. 

Now let men of zeal proclaim the parti- 
ality of God ; his hatred to some and love 
to others ; you are prepared to know what 
you ought to believe. This partiality and 
hatred attributed to the Almighty, being 
unreasonable, is not true: consequently, 
you need not hesitate so long as you dare tw 
act the rational part. a 

Thus, the endless torments of men in hell, 
for the offences of this life; the total de- 
pravity of men; and this occasioned by the 
sin of Adam; the doctrine of vicarious suf- 
ferings, that Jesus Christ did suffer the pun- 
ishment due to the elect in their room and 
stead: that he appeased the anger and 
wrath of God; that repentance,, faith. and 
reformation are conditions of salvation ; 
that saints in glory will rejoice in the end- 
less damnation of their fellow Creatures. 
&c. &c. all these doctrines are contrary to 
our reason, and so far as we act the ration- 
al part, we shall reject them. Thus bring- 
ing every doctrine to the test of unprejudiced 
reason, it may easily be decided what is 
truth and what is error. 

It will be equally easy to determine in 
matters of practice. The whole design 
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and genius of the Gospel is to unite allmen,; was as authentic and certain to them, as 


—_-~.- 





—_— 


in love; to make them kind, and tender | our written histories are to us. Indeed as 


hearted, &c. &c. Now, who is there, who 
cannot see the difference between the works 
of the flesh and the works of the spirit, as 
set forth by the Apostle Paul? And who is 
there, whose reason will not lead him to re- 
ject the former and approve the latter ? 

’ Thus, in doctrine and practice, our rea- 
son is sufficient to decide, what ought to be 
received and what to be rejected. 

(To be continued. ) 





To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 

Sin—It has been a great query, with 
many, how Moses could have so much 
knowledge of the Creation, the deluge and 
ihe many particulars of which he has writ- 
wn in the Book of Genesis ; considering 
that his birth did not take place, till the 
year of the world 2433 ? 

The number of years which rolled away 
rom the creation, to the time of his maturi- 
iy for knowledge; renders it difficult for 
imany to conceive, how he could have the 
knowledge of the things, concerning which 
he has written. Some, for this reason, con- 
sider his writings as a matter of conjecture ; 
and such surmises tend to weaken the evi- 
dences of the authenticity, not only of this 
Book, but of the whole volume of inspira- 
lion. 

Sir, we should be pleased to have some 
remarks of yours; that some light on this 
may give us satisfaction, and arm us with 
weapons against the attacks of any, who 
may be disposed to call in question the truth 
of those writings. Yours respectfully, 

ZENO. 
Answer to Zeno. 

Sin—Moses must have written the Book 
of Genesis, somewhere between A. M. 
2512 and 25523 or between the periods of 
the departure of the Israelites out of Egypt, 
and the death of Moses at Pisgah. Thus the 
time from the creation, till Moses wrote 
its history, is more than 600 years longer 
than from the birth of Christ to the present 
time. How, then, it is queried, could he 
know the things of which he wrote? We 
shall notice two things in our answer. 1. 
The dependance, which was made on oral 
tradition, 2. The small number of men, by 
whom the accounts were thus handed down. 

1. The dependance, which was made on 
oral tradition. As the use of letters was not 
known for many centuries from the crea- 
tion, their histories were continued by oral 
tradition. This being the only method of 
conveying the events from one to another, 





this was the only mode of transmitting facts, 
it must be acknowledged, that implicit con- 
fidence was attached to it. Thus there was 
full dependance made on oral tradition. 

2. ‘The small number of men, by whom 
the accounts were thus handed down. It 
was easy for Moses to be satisfied of the 
truth of what he delivers in this Book, (Ge- 
nesis) because it came down to his time 
through a very few hands. From Adam to 
Noah there was one man, Methusalah, who 
lived to see them both. Noah, therefore, 
who lived till A. M. 2006 and within 600 
years of the time when Moses wrote; re- 
ceived his information of the creation from 
one man only; this was Methusalah. Me- 
thusalah had the intelligence from A- 
dam; and Noah had it from Methusalah. 
In like manner Shem, who was born A. M. 
1558 and died 2158 communicated the in- 
formation to Abraham, who was born A, 
M. 2008, and died in 2183. In like man- 
ner Isaac who was born A. M. 2108 con- 
versed with Abraham and Joseph, who was 
born in 2256, because [saac was a cotem- 
porary with Joseph 32 years; dying A. M. 
2288. In like manner Amram, grandson to 
Levi, Joseph’s brother, conversed with 
both Joseph and Moses his Son, who was 
born A. M. 2433. 

Thus Methusalah conveyed tlie account 
of the ereation to Noah 3 Shem conveyed it 
from Noah to Abraham; Isaac conveyed 
it from Abraham to Joseph; and Amram 
conveyed it from Joseph to Moses. 

It is now evident from the great confi- 
dence, at that time, placed in oral tradi- 
tion; together with the few hands, through 
which it passed ; that Moses had sufficient 
evidence of the truth of what he wrote ; 
and that this is a sufficient reason for our 
belief in the same : the history is complete ; 
and, according to the usage of that day, the 
facts are substantiated. We will epitomize 
this account, that it may clearly be seen. 

The account ef the creation is commu- 
nicated by 


Adam to Methusalah ; 
by Methusalah to Noah ; 
by Noah to Shem ; 
by Shem to Abraham; 
by Abraham to Isaac ; 
by Isaac to Joseph; 
by Joseph to Amram; 
by Amram to Moses. 
Epiror. 
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1 Corinth. xvi. 22. If any man love | which proposition was true, and independ. 


not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be ana- 
thema maranatha. These are Syriac words, 
denoting that the Lord is come. It is the 
expression, by which evil is pronounced on 
all, who love not our Lord Jesus Christ 5 
not as a thing desired, but as that, which is 
certain, which does. fall, as a consequence, 
upen all, who love not Jesus Christ. 
Maranatha is not to be understood, say 
Selden and Lightfoot, in the sense, in w hich 
many understand it; as a curse for which 
we should pray, or asa thing to be desired 
for the wicked ; but it is understood in this 
sense ; the Lord is come ; the Messiah has 
appeared ; evil to every one, who receives 
him not. Considering the word as a curse, 
it signifies no more, than this expression ; 
“ Cursed is every one that continueth not 
in all things written in the Law,” &c. So 
in these words, every o ne isanathema ma- 
ranatha, who loves not our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
The cause goes before, the effect follows. 


It is supposed, that these words were spok- 
en with particular application to the unbe- 


lieving Jews, and we see how they have 
been anathematized from their high stand- 
ing as a peculiar people, and have been op- 
pressed and despised by all nations. 

They have, however, their effect upon all 
unbelievers, upon all, who love not our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

The duration of these anathemas is mis- 
understood, when it is supposed that they 
are perpetual on all, on whom they fail ; 
for in that case, every one, who was now 
under that anathema must always remain 
there, and no alteration for his good could 
ever take place. Whereas it is evident that 
men are brought out of this state of con- 
demnation and wretchedness into the glo- 
rious liberty of the sons of God; and do 
eventually love Jesus Christ. 

Will not every Creature love the Lord 


Jesus Christ when they sing the song of} 


universal praise and thanksgiving both to 
God and the Lamb. I: prror. 
THE PROGRESS OF UNIVER- 
SALISM. 

Richmond, (Ont.) August 10th whilst 
preaching from 1 John iv. 14. I cited 4 
Tim. iv. 10. The Rev. Mr. Wright, Meth- 
odist Minister being present, interrupted by 
citing with peculiar emphasis, the last part 
of the verse. I turned and said to him, Sir, 
you are either ignorant of the language or 
doctrine of the Apostle, for Paul had plain- 
ly asserted “ God is the Saviour of all men,” 


_ent of the second in the text, viz. “ especi. 
ally of them that believe.” I then observed 
to the congregation, I feared no conse. 
quences, if any gentleman was prepared tg 
address them with greater advantage to the 
interests of truth and piety, I would imme. 
‘diately yield, being persuaded that none 
could successfully contradict my discourse, 
‘otherwise than by proving the Apostles 
false teachers. 

| Mr. W. then addressing the people re. 
i'marked, that ] had talked much of Jesys 
| as a Saviour, but never informed them fyoy 

‘what he saved men. ‘This he thought was 
| of the highest importance. He then told thu: 

| Jesus saved them from original sin, and by 
| his death procured an offer of salvation t, 
all men. He asserted salvation to be coi, 

ditional, Cited Mark xvi. 16. and exclaitn- 
ed, what damnation is this? If the wicked 
receive all their punishment in this world 

the righteous must also receive all their re- 
ward, consequently there is no heaven nor 
salvation after death. God could not save 
men in their sins, and if they died in them 
they must go to Hell. He then referred to 2 
Cor. v. 11. spoke of the terrors of the Lord 
Here he began to vociferate and beat th 
desk most tremendously. He afterwards 
observed that I labored to make men Uni- 
versalists not Christians, but because ly 
knew the terrors of the Lord, he warned 
them against me as one of the false pro- 
phets spoken of Ez. 13th chap. Here ly 
ended his patody. 

I replied, the angel commanded Joseph 
to call his son, Jesus, beeause he shall save 
his people from their sins, not merely from 
original as Mr. W. had asserted. If Jesus 
saved men from original sin only, then he 
was no Saviour, and the name was misap- 
plied. If God damned men to all eternity, 
could he torment them any longer ? If not, 
of what advantage is the pardon of origin- 
al sin? Secondly, if Cod cannot save man 
in his sins, who shall save him? If man 
must be delivered from his sins before God, 
or Christ became his Saviour, can either ot 
them be called a Saviour? Is not man his 
own Saviour? What salvation does he 
need, when he has freed himself from sin ’ 
As to the words damned, damnation, there 
is not a word in all the original scriptures 
which will bear to be so translated. This 
will appear evident by translating the ori- 
ginal word, damned wherever it occurs. 
Thus he that believeth not shal] be damn- 
ed. Mark xvi. 16. The Father damneth no 





man, but has committed all damnation to, 
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the Son, John v. 22. God sent not his Son 
to damn the world. John iii. 17. Who then 
can damn men? If God and Christ do not, 
can the Devil? If so he must be more po- 
teut than the Almighty, for he wills that 
all should be saved. 1 Tim. ii. 4. and sent 
his Son to save the world. 1 John iv. 14. 
and to destroy the Devil and his works. 
Heb. ii. 14. 1 John iii. 8. Mr. W. infers 
ilatif the words of Solomon be true. Prov. 
ii. 31. those of Peter must be false, 1 Pet. 
i. 3, 4. But let him read his bible before he 
undertakes to combat universalism, and he 
will find answers to all his ignorant and ir- 
reverent objections. About the meaning of 
Iz. 13th chap. I will not contend. Jer. 23 
irom the 25 to the 33 verse will answer my 
purpose. God says, “he is against the 
dreamers that use their tongues,and say 
he saith. Jude also speaks of filthy dream- 
ers. As Mr. W. is unable to support his 
opinions by biblical testimony, let him go 


to the credulous dupes of superstition, to , 
publish his dreams, and proclaim the ter- : 


rors of a frantic imagination. We say to 
men fear not, God is love, the Lord God 
Omnipotent reigns alone. 





Mendon, (Monroe) Aug. 13th, preached 
irom 43. iii. 12. After service, five Method- 
ist preachers assembled for the combat. 
The Rev. Mr. Williams commenced the at- 
tack by demanding if I believed God had 
toreordained whatsoever comes to pass. 


Thompson. I believe and teach God has! 


foreordained the salvation of the whole hu- 
nan family, and will bring it to pars. 

W. I am requested to ask you to reply 
ves or no to my questions, without any qita- 
lification or illustration, 

T. Lam not a Calvinist, neither came 
1 to discuss the doctrine of Necessity. If 
you desire information on that subject read 
the works of Leibnitz, Hartley and Priest- 
ley. 

IV. I beg to decline the perusal of these 
authors, and demand a reply to my first 
question. 

T. Sir, if your question include all 
things, even the most minute, I reply, no: 
tor { do not believe God foreordained a 
child to cry, and its nurse to rock the 
cradle. 

W. 1 am desired to change the question 


and ask, do you believe God has decreed 


all moral events or actions ? 

T. Sir, I believe you do not intend to 
discuss the subject fairly, but to obtain an 
opportunity of exciting against me the pre- 


judices of the vulgar. If you insist on a re- | homes, congratulate each other, we are all 


ply, I must be allowed to ask you, do you 
believe God foreknew whatsoever comes to 
pass ? 

W. We came not to answer, but to ask 
questions. 

7. Then you confirm my suspicion of 
your intentions. I teach God hath predes- ~ 
tinated all men to eternal salvation accord- 
ing to the good pleasure of his will, and 
that he worketh all things after the counsel 
of his own will, and refer you to Ephes. i, 
4—12. 

W. We believe God decreed that all 
might be saved if they would. 

1. Then you believe God decreed just 
nothing, or that he decreed his will, should 
be determined by man’s. 

W. You will not come to terms. 
fore we will not continue the debate. 

7’. The terms are evident, | came here 
to preach the salvation of all men, you cal- 
umniate the doctrine. If you are able to re- 
fute it, I pray you proceed— 

W. You will not commence at the be- 
ginning — 

I’. God determined to create and beati- 
‘fy a world of mankind, there is the begin- 
' ning. He governs them according to his 
good purpose, there is the middle; and he 
will effect the salvation of all his intelligent 
ofispring, there is the end. Now gentlemen, 
you have the beginning, middle, and end of 
God’s designs and of my preaching, and 
vou feel yourselves unable to oppose either. 

Here a motion was made by the Rey. 
Mr. Weeks for an adjournment, and the ap- 

pointment of a committee to determine the 
subject, and manner of debate. During 
some altercation which followed, an aged 
,; man stood up, and addressed the audience. 
! Gentlemen—I have come 12 miles to 
lear this debate. I wish to know before I 
return, whether the Salvationists or Damn- 
ationists shall gain the victory. If the Sai- 
| Vationists I shall go home rejoicing. If not, 
_Ishall return mourning, Gentlemen. I have 
a family, and I love them. (Here the tears 
‘flowed copiously, and the man showed 
great agitation.) Havingstood speechless 
for sometime, he recovered and proceeded. 
Gentlemen, I fear not for myself. For 
twenty years, my faith in the Divine Mer- 
cy has remained unshaken, but I feel for 
others; O let me know if I may reason- 
ably hope for the salvation of my family. 

W. We cannot continue the debate this 
evening, we wish the audience to be dismiss- 
ed. 
| ‘Tf. Men, women and children go to your 


' 
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There- 
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about to meet shortly ta heaven. Tell your 
neighbors, here are several Methodist 
preachers, who are unable to cite a single 
text for the existence of Hell or the Devil, 
or the punishment of the wicked after 
death. I have preached to you the glorious 
Gospel ef the blessed God. If you love your 
‘neighbors as well as yourselves, you will 
come to hear me, but if you are partial and 
malevolent, and desire to see the destruc- 
tion of those who may have offended you, 
there you will go to hear these Meth- 
odist ministers, who preach the horrid doc- 
trine that God hates his creatures, and will 
send the greater part of them to endless 
misery. 

The audience was then dismissed, and 
ihe meeting adjourned until Wednesday the 
27th instant. J. S. THOMPSON. 

( To be continued. ) 





*ROM THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER 

Mr. Editor—Agreeably to an intimation 
in a former number of your useful paper, I 
send you a few remarks on Eccl. ix. 10 ; and 
its context. Should you think them calcu- 
lated to be, in any degree useful to any en- 
(fuiring mind in its pursuit oftruth, you may 
givethem publicity. ‘Thetenth verse of this 
chapter, has been repeatedly pressed into 
the service of limitarians in their exertions 
to limit, by the article of death, the time al- 
lotted by infinite wisdom and goodness, for 
the reformation and spiritual improvement 
ef the human race. It has been wrested 
trom its natural connexion, and unjustly ap- 
plied to the destiny of man in eternity. A 
more fJagrant perversion of scripture cannot 
easily beimayined. ft will be mere evasion 
qo say, We do not find this application of the 
words in the commentaries of standard au- 
thors. ‘They are constantly so applied both 
by clergymen and laymen, who are them- 
srives considered standards in theology.— 
Where is the dissenter from the prevailing 
opinion, which confmes the time for a change 
og character to the present life, who has not 
had this passage repeatedly brought up by 
the zeal of those, who have proffered their 
services as religious guides, and pressed up- 
on him as direct and undeniable proof of 
tris delusion? Butthe least candid atten- 
tion to’ the words, in connexion with the 
text, will evince that the writer had no allu- 
sion to the condition of men in a future 
state. Hisgreat object isto recommend in- 


dustry, and faithfulness to the duties of hu- 
inan life ; and as an inducement to be early 
and persevering in them, he states the total 
imactivity and insensibility of men while in 





their graves ; but he does not intimate that 
“the spirit, which ascends to God that gave 
it,’ has no knowledge or wisdom ; nor dodg 
he attempt to deny that appropriate works 
may employ it in its intercourse in eternity, 
Suppose we should use the same freedom 
with the 2d verse, which the limitarians do 
with the 20th? “All things come alike to 
all: there is one eyent to the righteous and 
the wicked ; to the good and the clean, and 
to the unclean 3 to him that sacrificeth and 
to him that sacrificeth not ; as is the good, 
so is the sinner, and he that sweareth as he 
that feareth an oath.”? Applying this verse 
to the concerns of eternity, which we may 
as lawfully do as the 10th, let us indulge a 
moment in reasoning agreably to the logic 
of orthodoxy. “All things come alike to 
all,” therefore there is no difference in the 
condition of mankind alter death. “There 
is one event tothe righteous and the wick- 
ed 3” but the wicked will be turned inty 
hell forever, soalso will the righteous. The 
unclean cannot enter into the kingdom of 
heaven, neither can the clean for one eveni 
happens to both. The righteous will “in- 
herit the kingdom prepared for them from 
the foundation of the world, and receive a 
crown of glory which fadeth not away ;” so 
also will the wicked, for “as is the good, so 
is the sinner.” The conclusions would fol- 
low from an unqualified application of the 
passage to the destiny of man in a_ future 
state ; but the application would be as un- 
just as the conclusions are absurd. Should 
it be objected here, that the writer expressly 
confines this verse, to “the things that 
are done under the sun,” we admit it, but 
contend that the same limitation is as forci- 
bly implied in the tenth verse, The 
dead have no longera connexion with the 
worksand devices which “are done under 
the sun,” and therefore they need none, and 
have no knowledge of them. But let us 
take the 5th verse; “The dead know not 
any thing, neither have they any more a 
reward.” Now if we should seize this pas- 
sage, and artfully urge it among the credu- 
lous and inexperienced, as a direct and irre- 
fragible disproof of the popular doctrine of 
future rewards, would the limitarians consid- 
er us ingenuous? Would they admit that 
we “rightly divided the word of truth ?”— 
Certainly they would not. But should we 
not be as consistent, and act as ingenuous, 
as they do in attempting to fix the spiritual 
condition of men at the moment of death, 
the expressions in the tenth verse ? Most 
assuredly we should, and more so, for they 
have to infer the impossibility of a change tn 
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eternity, while we should have it expressly 
asserted, “The dead know not any thing ; 
neither have they any more areward. But 
we feel no inclination to deceive ourselves 
or others in this way. We understand the 
writer in connexion with the foregoing ex- 
pression, “in any thing that is done under 
the sun.” Their worldly relations are all 
dissolved ; they no longer take any part in 


sublunary labors, and it is therefore reason- | 
able and just, that they should “no more | 
profane and licentious manner, and they 


have a reward” forthem. But it is indu- 
bitably certain that from this chapter, we 
receive no information respecting the trans- 
actions of eternity. By the second and 
some following verses, we are taught that 
all classes and characters among men are 
exposed, during the present life, to the fluc- 
tuating casualties of the world. 
Disappointments, losses, sickness, sorrow 
and death, are common tothe whole family 
of man. Even religion, “ pure and unde- 
filed,” does not afford an exemption from 
the attacks of worldly calamities. They 
may prey with equal viotence upon the sim- 
ple and wise, the vicious and the virtuous. 
Still by an assiduous application to the indi- 
vidual and social duties of life, we may at 
times divert, and in all cases mitigate, in a 
great degree, these “evils under the sun.” 
By the cultivation of our minds in knowl- 
edge, in industrious and virtuous habits, we 
may be instrumental in preparing ourselves 
and others to endure unavoidable afilictions 
with patience and resignation, and “ even to 
joy in tribulation.” Solomon therefore ex- 
horts us to perform with our might, that is, 
with readiness and alacrily, all the duties of 
our station in Tife. This he urges by a 
weighty inducement, * there is no work &c. 
inthe grave.” Let us give heed to the ex- 
hortation, and exert ourselves to be useful 
while the lamp of life burns. Let us “ add 
to onr faith in a future and a better world, 
virtue, and te virtue knowledge, and to 
knowledge temperance, and to temperance 
brotherly kindness.” 8. 5. 





F’rom the Christian Intelligencer. 
“SWEAR NOT AT ALL.” 
These words were spoken by him, whose 
whole life was the brightest possible ex- 
ample of moral excellence. The principal 
object of Jesus, in delivering this sacred in- 
junction to his followers, appears to have 
been, to prevent their conforming to the 








Lord, being at liberty to use the divine name 
in an irreverent manner ; still, a sentiment 
far more demoralizing is said to have pre- 
vailed, at the time our Saviour spake the 
above words; which was that men might 
swear with their mouth, by heaven, Jeru- 
salem, or their head, before men, and yet 
be under no obligation to perform, because 
they did not, with their heart assent to it, 
before God. This resembles the conduct of 
some people now, who use words in a very 


excuse themselves, by saying, “‘ we mean 
no harm.” The divine Teacher spake, as 
one friend speaks to another, and forbid 
all profanity, or thoughtless and inconside- 
rate affirmations, by way of oaths, by which 
the name of God is abused and blasphem- 
ed. He said, “swear not at all,” without 
meaning to infringe on the liberty of king- 
doms, nations and states, in requiring a so- 
lemn declaration of truths, under a greater 
responsibility than attends observations, in 
the ordinary mtercourse of life. An apostle 
saith, “ For verity men swear by the great- 
er; andan oath for confirmation is to them 
an end of all strife;” and he would not 
surely, teach any thing mcompatible with 
the doctrine of his heavenly Master. 

But the evils arising from profane swear- 
ing, constitute a sufficient reason for the dis- 
suasives embraced in the words, “ swear 
not at all.” As it destroys all proper rever- 
ence for the Supreme Being, it strikes at 
the foundation of alt order, morality and re- 
ligion. Extinguish that reverence in the hu- 
man mind, and you undermiie the first 
principles of virtue and goodness, and de- 
molish the fair structure of enjoyment and 
felicity. ‘The earth would become the ha- 
bitation of demons, the theatre of bloodshed 
and death. Vices which commenced with a 
profanation of the Divine Name, would in- 
crease in malignity and extent, till all the 
noble faculties of the soul were laid pros- 
strate, and a total and habitual irreverence 
be maintained, towards the King of kings. 
This state of mental and moral degradation, 
is by no means preferable to open Atheisna. 
Superstition may be injurious to human 
happiness; but the most childisk notion, 
that ever impelled the devotee to solitude, 
to lead a life of austerity, is vastly better 
than sceptical and hardened disregard for 
the character of God. 

QO, how lamentable the thought! that the 


common practice of the Jews, in indulging | noble powers of the mind, and the organs 
in oaths, on trivial occasions. Though they | of speech, wisely adapted to the contempla- 


had a traditionary maxim, that every per- 


Son ought to perform his oaths unto the! 


tion and celebration of the glorious perfec- 
tions of Deity, should be degraded to pre- 
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faneness and blasphemy. Who can meditate 
on the accumulating evils, consequent on the 
iniquitous habit which we now endeavor to 
oppose, without being struck with amaze- 
ment and horror? Who will not shudder 
that such a deadly contagion should be per- 
mitted, like a pestilential vapor, to infect 
the atmosphere of many generations? O 
that men would be wise! O, that they 
would consider ! 

That we should urge this subject, more 
particularly on the youth and rising genera- 
tion, appears reasonable, when we reflect on 
the far greater ease with which we avoid 
such habits, than we can overcome and era- 
dicate them, after they become confirmed. 
How frequently do we hear the middle 
aged and more advanced in life, deeply la- 
ment the force of habit, and the extreme 
difficulty with which they restrain the im- 
proper use of language? But children and 
youth may evade the desperate snare, and 
preserve themselves from the influence of a 
destructive and ignominious habit. By 
keeping a vigilant watch over their tongues, 
and endeavoring to regulate their thoughts 
in a proper manner, their languge willl not 
become vitiated and poisoned by profanity 
and blasphemy ; they will utter the imcom- 
prehensible Name with reverence and de- 
votion, and obey the sacred injunction,— 
** swear not at all.” May God in mercy 
preserve my fellow-youth from the dis- 
graceful practice which I have exposed,and 
render them the organs of his praise and 


honor. A. D. 





A Hymn generally recited over a corpse 
in Russia previous to interment. 

Oh ! what is life! a blossom! a vapor 

or dew of the morning! Approach and 

contemplate the grave. Where now is the 





vraceful form! where the organs of sight ! 
aud where the beauty of complexion ! what | 
lamentation and wailing, and mourning, and | 
struggling, when the soul is separated from | 
the body! Let us therefore fly from every 
corruption of the world, that we may inher- 
it the kingdom of heaven. 





NOTICE. 

The General Convention of Universal- 
ists of the New England states and others, 
will be holden in the village of Clinton, 
town of Paris, Oneida co. N. Y. on the 3d 
Wednesday and Thursday in this month. 

The Genesee Association will be 
holden at Pittsford, Monroe co. onthe 4th 
Wednesday and Thursday of the present 





month. Sept. 1823. 
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ON PUBLIC WORSHIP. 


Lorp, at thy sacred feet 
Joyful would we appear ; 
Within thy earthly temple meet, 
Tosee thy glory here. 


We come to worship thee, 
For thou art God alone ; 

In humble prayer to bend the knee, 
Before thy holy throne. 


Thy worp is our delight, 
Thy truth will make us free ; 
’Tis from thyself, a heavenly light, 
It leads our souls to thee. 


Thy goodness we behold, 
While in thy presence, Lord ; 
Thy wondrous truth and love unfold. 
The treasures of thy word. 


In all our meetings here, 
Our souls are bless’d with good ; 
Thou wilt to waiting minds be near, 
And give thy children food. 


So will we render praise 
To thee, the God of love ; 

With pleasure walk in all thy ways. 
Till we shall meet above. 





GOSPEL MELODIES. 
** FATHER FORGIVE THEM.” —Gospel. 


“ Forgive them, Father,” Jesus cried. 
“ They know not what they do,” 
And praying this our Saviour died, 
And dying pray’d for you. 
By you was Jesus crucified, 
By you he bled, by you he died ! 


’Midst all his pain, amidst disgrace, 
By deepest tortures riven, 
His anxious soul still seeks a place 
For his lov’d flock in Heaven ! 
“* As for my murd’rers,”’ thus he cried 
“ Forgive them Father,” bow’d & died' 


How Heaven’s archangels hover’d round, 
With liquid, melting eyes, 
And while loud thunders rent the ground, 
They bore him to the skies ; ; 
But oh! how soothing sweet he sigh’d 
“Forgive them Father,” ere he died. 





The soul and body are like two enemies. 
who cannot quit each other; like two 
friends, who cannot bear each other ; they 
are fastened by the strongest tie, and yet are 
often in direct opposition. 
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